POLICY

GLEN RIDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION

7424 BED BUGS
The Board of Education is concerned for students who may have
bed bugs in their home with the potential for these students to
bring bed bugs into the school building.
Bed bugs can be
transmitted from one location to another in backpacks, clothing,
books, and other items. A bed bug infestation is unlikely in a
school and the Board adopts this Policy as a proactive action to
prevent infestation and to stop bed bugs from spreading within
the school setting if a bed bug is transmitted into a school.
Bed bugs are parasitic insects that feed exclusively on blood
and are mainly active at night, but are not exclusively
nocturnal. A common bed bug prefers human blood and typically
feeds on their hosts without being noticed. Bed bugs are not
known to transmit disease, but cause reasonable distress and
health concerns for many people. The presence of bed bugs in a
home does not mean the home is unclean, bed bugs can be found in
any home.
Bed bugs typically do not infest people as they hide during the
day and come out during the night. Bed bugs are attracted to
humans primarily by carbon dioxide, warmth, and by some
chemicals. Bed bugs prefer exposed skin, preferably the face,
neck, and arms of a sleeping person. Bed bug bites may lead to
a range of skin manifestations from no visible effects to
prominent blisters. The bite usually produces a swelling with
no red spots, but when many bugs feed on a small area, reddish
spots may appear after the swelling subsides. Effects also may
include skin rashes, psychological effects, and allergic
symptoms.
Any staff member who observes what may be bed bug bites on a
student shall send the student to the school nurse. The school
nurse shall examine the student to determine if there are any
bed bugs present on the student or if the bites may be bed bug
bites. The school nurse will inform the Principal and contact
the student’s parent on the results of the examination.
In the event the school nurse observes what appears to be a bed
bug on the student or on the student’s possessions, the school
nurse will inform the Principal who will arrange for a licensed
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pest management professional to complete an inspection of the
student’s classroom(s) to determine if bed bugs are present in
the classroom area. If a licensed pest management professional
cannot complete an inspection within twenty-four hours of the
request from the school district, the district custodial staff
will vacuum the student’s classroom(s) with a vacuum cleaner
using a new vacuum cleaner bag and when finished the staff
member shall seal the bag and discard it in a receptacle outside
the school building. If the vacuum does not have a bag, the
contents of the vacuum shall be emptied into a secure plastic
bag, sealed, and discarded into a receptacle outside the school
building.
The Principal shall determine if the classroom(s)
should be occupied by staff and students until the inspection by
a licensed pest management professional is conducted.
In the event the inspection determines bed bugs are in the
school, the area(s) where bed bugs have been found or could be
found
will
be
treated
by
a
licensed
pest
management
professional.
The parent of any student who is found to have a live bed bug on
them will be contacted by the school nurse and the parent will
be required to pick-up their child to arrange for the child to
return home to change clothes and to inspect any items the
student brings to school. Upon the student’s return to school,
the student will be required to report to the school nurse who
will examine the child and the child’s possessions. If there
are no signs of bed bugs on the student or in or on the
student’s possessions, the student will be able to resume their
school day. The school nurse may determine to examine the child
subsequent to their initial return to school to ensure the
student and possessions are free of bed bugs. In the event the
nurse finds live bed bugs on the student or in or on the
student’s possessions upon the student’s initial return to
school, or upon any subsequent examination by the school nurse,
the school nurse will contact the parent and require the parent
to pick-up the student from school.
The Principal, in consultation with the school nurse, will
determine if the parents of other students should be informed of
the presence of bed bugs in an area of the school where their
child may have been or is during the school day.
This
determination will be made on a case-by-case basis. Parents of
other students may not be informed if bed bugs are found on a
student or in or on the student’s possessions, and are not found
in the school building. The school district will comply with
all notification requirements and other requirements of the New
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Jersey Pest Management Act, the district’s Pest Management Plan,
and any other applicable law.
Any student suspected of having bed bugs in their home or on or
in their possessions will be treated with discretion, dignity,
and respect. The district will offer the student counseling, if
needed. The Principal or designee will work sensitively with
parents of any student living in an infested home to develop
strategies for preventing the further spread of bed bugs.
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